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facilities, use of biofuels in Federal
vehicles, and Federal procurement of
biobased products and bioenergy.
Such expanded use shall be consistent
with agency opportunities and the
President’s budget.

(2) In preparing this report, the agencies
shall:
(a) work closely with the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to ensure
that actions recommended reflect a
careful review of the environmental
benefits, concerns, and net environ-
mental consequences created by ex-
panded use of biobased products and
bioenergy. The factors considered
should include:

(i) impact on net emissions of
greenhouse gases including carbon
sequestered by biomass crops, and
substituting low net-carbon, biobased
products, and bioenergy for products
manufactured from fossil fuels; and

(ii) emissions of criteria pollutants
and air toxics and other environ-
mental consequences of production
of biobased products and bioenergy;
and

(iii) changes in water quality, soil
erosion, pesticide and fertilizer use,
and wildlife habitat as a consequence
of changes in land use associated with
biomass production; and,
(b) consider the findings and rec-
ommendations of the recently re-
leased National Academy of Sciences
report ‘‘Biobased Industrial Prod-
ucts;’’ the recommendations con-
tained in ‘‘Technology Vision 2020:
The U.S. Chemical Industry’’ by the
American Chemical Society, Amer-
ican Institute of Chemical Engineers,
Chemical Manufacturers Association,
Council for Chemical Research, and
the Synthetic Organic Chemical Man-
ufacturers Association; the rec-
ommendations by the U.S. agricul-
tural, forestry, and chemical commu-
nities from the ‘‘Plant/Crop-based
Renewable Resources 2020: A Vision
to Enhance U.S. Economic Security
Through Renewable Plant/Crop-
Based Resource Use;’’ and, ‘‘Agenda

2020’’ by the U.S. Forest Products In-
dustry; and (c) consider input from
other sources, including public-pri-
vate strategic plans developed by the
Departments of Agriculture and En-
ergy, the Environmental Protection
Agency, National Science Founda-
tion, Department of the Interior, and
other agencies bioenergy (power,
fuels, and heat), commercial and in-
dustrial chemicals, and other prod-
ucts and materials.

(3) The Secretaries of Agriculture and
Energy shall, within 120 days of this
memorandum, report on outreach ef-
forts to raise the Nation’s awareness
of the useful applications, benefits,
and costs of producing biobased prod-
ucts and bioenergy and adopting
biobased technologies including
workshops on new biomass crops and
technologies for producing and mar-
keting biobased products and bio-
energy.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this memorandum.

Videotape Remarks to the ‘‘Safe
Schools, Safe Students: What Parents
Can Do’’ Teleconference
August 12, 1999

Hello and welcome to the many parents,
students, educators, and community leaders
meeting in schools all across our Nation to-
night. I want to thank you for taking part
in this vital discussion about safe schools and
safe students.

Several months ago, after the tragedy in
Littleton, I called on the American people
to wage a national campaign to keep our
schools and our children safe. I am pleased
that you and so many other Americans in so
many communities are doing just that, step-
ping up to your responsibility, joining hands
in the search for common ground and con-
crete solutions.

The tragic incidents of gun violence in re-
cent months underscore the importance of
your efforts. The shooting just this week at
the Jewish community center in Los Angeles,
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like the recent shootings in Illinois and Indi-
ana, appears to have been motivated by racial
and ethnic hatred. If so, it’s just another rea-
son for us to rededicate ourselves to our com-
mon community and our common humanity
and another compelling argument for the
passage of hate crimes legislation and com-
monsense gun laws.

Acts of hate against individuals are acts of
hate against our values and our entire Nation.
So let us all speak clearly and with one voice:
Our Nation will not stand for such acts. Acts
of hate must strengthen our resolve and
deepen our determination that Americans
will come together and stand together and
work together against violence, intolerance,
and hatred.

In all these efforts, we must all first assume
responsibility: at home and at school, in Hol-
lywood and the heartland, and here in Wash-
ington. Parents play an especially crucial role,
for no influence on a child is more important.
I am very pleased that Secretary Riley and
Attorney General Reno will focus this na-
tional conversation on the concerns and re-
sponsibilities of parents. You’ll hear from ex-
perts who have some good and helpful ideas.
But I know they, like the rest of us, are eager
to hear from all of you who already are mak-
ing a difference in young lives every day.

In spite of the tragedies of the last few
weeks, the crime rate in America is at a 26-
year low. Though it’s still far too high, this
shows that we can make progress. With your
ideas and your hard work, America can meet
this challenge. Together, we can make Amer-
ica the safest big nation in the world; we can
put an end to the culture of violence and
build in its place a culture of values we’ll
all be proud to pass along to our children.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at approximately 3:35 p.m. in the Cabinet Room
at the White House for later transmission to the
teleconference, which was sponsored by the De-
partment of Education. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Memorandum on FY 2000 Refugee
Admissions Consultations

August 12, 1999

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: FY 2000 Refugee Admissions
Consultations

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (INA), you are
authorized to consult with the appropriate
committees of the Congress concerning refu-
gee admissions as follows:

1. The authorization of 90,000 refugee ad-
missions during FY 2000, which would be
allocated by specific region as follows: 18,000
for Africa; 8,000 for East Asia (including
Amerasians); 3,000 for Latin America and the
Caribbean; 8,000 for the Near East and
South Asia; 47,000 for Europe; (including
27,000 for the former Yugoslavia and 20,000
for the Newly Independent and Baltic
states); and 6,000 for the Unallocated Re-
serve. The recommended level of funded ad-
missions is equal to the level assumed in the
FY 2000 budget request (80,000) plus those
covered by the Kosovo supplemental
(10,000).

2. The authorization of an additional
10,000 refugee admission numbers to be
made available for the adjustment to perma-
nent resident status of persons who have
been granted asylum in the United States.

3. The designation, pursuant to section
101(a)(42)(B) of the INA, of persons in
Cuba, Vietnam, and the former Soviet Union,
who, if they otherwise qualify for admission
as refugees, may be considered refugees
under the INA even though they are still
within their country of nationality or habitual
residence.

William J. Clinton

cc: The Attorney General, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services


